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SECURITY AND SAFETY MEASURES IN SAN 
DIEGO 

 

 
As the result of the recent terrorist attacks and the 
continuing threats, the U.S. Coast Guard Captain of 
the Port (COTP) San Diego has taken measures to 
increase the safety and security within the Port of 
San Diego as well as the surrounding waterways 
and ports. These measures are necessary to 
increase public safety and to reduce the threat of 
sabotage or terrorist acts against military assets, 
personnel, and property.  

 
MEASURES TO INCREASE PUBLIC 

SAFETY AND TO REDUCE THE THREAT 
OF SABOTAGE OR TERRORIST ACTS 

AGAINST PERSONNEL AND PROPERTY 
NAVAL VESSEL PROTECTION ZONES  
No vessel is permitted within 100 yards of 
a U.S. Navy vessel, unless authorized by 
an official patrol.  Furthermore, a vessel 
that is within 500 yards of a U.S. Navy 
vessel must operate at the minimum speed 
necessary to maintain a safe course.  

 

U.S. Department  
These measures include the establishment of 
security zones under the authority of Title 33 of the 
U.S. Code Section 1232.  Entry into, transiting 
through, or anchoring in a security zone is 
prohibited unless specifically authorized by the 
Coast Guard Captain of the Port (COTP) or a 
designated representative. 

of Homeland Security 

 

 

 

 
A good general rule should be to stay well away all 
Naval vessels and bases. The Coast Guard is 
looking to the boating public and maritime industry 
to comply with these regulations in a cooperative 
effort to maintain the safety and security of the 
waters of San Diego and the surrounding area.  

CRUISE SHIP SECURITY ZONES 
No vessel or person is permitted within 100 
yards of any cruise ship entering, moored 
in, or departing San Diego Bay unless 
authorized by the Coast Guard Captain of 
the Port. 

  
CORONADO BAY BRIDGE SECURITY ZONE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION: 
No vessel or person is permitted within 25 yards of 
all piers, abutments, fenders and pilings unless 
authorized by the Coast Guard Captain of the Port 
(COTP). 

Pursuant to 33 USC 1232, any violation of 
the security zones described herein, is 
punishable by civil penalties (not to exceed 
$27,500 per violation, where each day of a 
continuing violation is a separate violation), 
criminal penalties (imprisonment for not 
more than 6 years and a fine of not more 
than $250,000), in rem liability against 
the offending vessel, and license 
sanctions. 

 

United States  
SAN ONOFRE SECURITY ZONE 

Coast Guard No vessel or person is permitted within a one 
nautical mile radius of the San Onofre Nuclear 
Power Generating Station authorized by the Coast 
Guard Captain of the Port. The privately maintained 
red buoys at San Onofre are well within this zone 
and should not be approached. 

Marine Safety 
Office San Diego  

TO REPORT  
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES RESTRICTED AREAS (RA) 

CALL RA’s are not open to swimming, fishing, mooring or 
anchorage. Vessels entering the restricted area 
shall proceed across the area by the most direct 
route possible and without unnecessary delay. 

1-800-854-9834 



Security Zones in San Diego Area – Entry Prohibited 
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